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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This is a course for advanced singers.  The Madrigal Singers are a female ensemble, learning and performing music written for two to four (or more) parts.  Literature will be drawn from previous historical periods as well as contemporary sources.  In addition to refining basic musicianship, the students will learn and perform with expression and nuance appropriate to the style of the repertoire.  Vocal technique, sight reading, and historical significance of works will also be topics that are covered throughout the year.
MATERIALS:

Students are expected to bring their folders, music, and a pencil to every rehearsal.  Music will be distributed to students at the director’s discretion. 

GRADES:

Student grades are based on a points system, consistent with the Music Department Performance Course Grading Policy.  Below represents a typical points tally for a given Marking Period:

Participation / Assessments, etc.

600 points and/or 75% of grade
Performances




400 points and/or 25% of grade

Grades will be calculated weekly based on the points available up to and including the week of calculations.  For example, if a student has received 90 out of 100 possible points, that student’s current average is a 90%.


 ‘


PERFORMANCES:
We will participate in one evening Winter Concert and one evening Spring Concert (there are two evening concerts every semester), as well as the Department-wide 12th Annual Prism Concert in March. We may also be asked to sing at Clinton Town’s “Dickens Days” during Thanksgiving weekend, or perform small concerts at the Hunterdon Senior Center and various other places. These performances are TBA.  A large part of your grade is participation in concerts and any other performances the ensemble sings in.
ASSESSMENTS:
Your Midterm and Final Exams are all performance-based. Usually, you will sing in a group with one person per voice part on a piece we are familiar with. Depending on how much we get done and how hard you are working inside and outside of rehearsal, there may or may not be additional singing exams. If you have pieces learned and memorized when you are supposed to, there should be no need. You really have control over this.

Sight reading and occasional written assessments will also be announced to the group ahead of time.  These assessments will aid in the musicianship of the group, as well as provide context for the pieces we rehearse and perform.
VOCAL HEALTH:

If you are not feeling well, have laryngitis, or cannot sing for any reason, please notify me at the beginning of class and at my discretion I will relieve you of your singing duties for the day (while still looking at your music and paying attention to what we are learning). Please do the things you need to do in order to keep yourselves in excellent vocal health.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Madrigals meets Wednesdays and Fridays from 2:30 to 3:10. 
When half days fall on Wednesdays and/or Fridays, we meet from 12:00 to 12:40. 
When midterm or final exam days fall on Wednesdays and/or Fridays, we meet from 12:30 to 1:10.

Students are allowed two “free” unexcused absences per semester. After the second unexcused absence, every subsequent absence equals a loss of a plus or minus from the marking period grade.

Absences are only excused if the student was not in school that day, or if she has an away game that she needs to leave early for. Club meetings, appointments, really great concert tickets, etc. are not excused absences. 

Absence from a Concert Rehearsal (I will identify these rehearsals in advance) will result in the loss of a plus or minus from the marking period grade.

A “late” is when you either arrive late to class or leave early. (If you miss 20 minutes or more of class, it counts as an absence.)

Absence from a Concert or any performance will result in the marking period grade lowering two pluses or minuses.

3 unexcused “lates” equals one unexcused absence. A “late” is only excused if your mods 17-18 teacher made you stay after class and if you have a pass from him/her. (Be careful about this. See below: Extra help is NOT an excused absence.)

Some coaches want you to be at their practice earlier than 3:10; this is unacceptable. Our rehearsals run until 3:10, unless I say otherwise. If your coach would like to speak with me about this, please feel free to have him/her contact me at any time.

Please take care that you and your parents schedule Doctor, Dentist, etc., appointments around our rehearsal times.

Please take care that you do not plan to meet with teachers for extra help during our rehearsal times. (Extra help is NOT an excused absence.) If you are not in Chamber Choir, hopefully your Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays are free to do with as you please. If you are in Chamber Choir, Tuesdays are designed to be “extra help days” for you; please work your schedule around that.

