Early American History (Honors)
Course Syllabus

Course Instructor: Mr. Duerring (dduerring@nhvweb.net); 908-713-4199 extension 4476

Supplemental Textbook(s):

Cohen, Lizabeth and David M. Kennedy. The American Pageant, 15" ed. (Boston,
Massachusetts: Wadsworth, 2013).

Hard copies of this textbook will be available for use or reference within the classroom at
the appropriate times.

Foner, Eric. Give Me Liberty! An American History, 6™ ed. New York, W.W. Norton &
Company, 2020).

Course Description:

This course includes an in-depth examination of early American history spanning
from colonization and settlement to Progressivism and the beginning of the “Modern
Era”. Particular emphasis will be placed on the following: the interplay between those
principles, values, beliefs and assumptions comprising America’s ethos/character; the
formation, growth, and development of America’s political and economic systems and
processes over time and space; an examination of the institutions that exist and operate
within those systems and processes; varying theories of American history, culture, and
society. Heavy emphasis will be placed on key themes, concepts, and issues as well as
reading comprehension and literacy. The various topics will be examined through both
primary and secondary documents as well as visual representations and illustrations. Our
investigations will focus on important events, periods, forces, and figures that relate to
political, military, socio-economic, and religious aspects of early American history.

Themes to be covered:

Founding the New Nation
Building the New Nation
Testing the New Nation
Forging an Industrial Society
New Imperialism

Populism and Progressivism

Classroom Policies and Procedures:

&




Grading Policy: Grades will be determined using a straight point system. The final grade
will be the sum of points earned divided by the total possible points and multiplying the quotient
by 100 to determine a percentage average. This average will then be plugged into the following

grading system:
93-100=A 73-76=C
90-92=A- 70-72=C-
87-89=B+ 67-69=D+
83-86=B 64-66=D
80-82=B- 63-Below=F
77-79=C+

Point values will be determined by the nature of the assignment (e.g. homework, project, paper,
quiz, test, etc.).

Homework assignments will vary in terms of point values and will be assessed on the
basis of both correction and completion. Score determination will be communicated in
advance of a particular assignment. For full completion credit to be awarded, the work
must meet my pre-communicated expectations by the assigned due date. For
completion-based assignments, any work that is not “completed” will be given partial
credit on the basis of quantity and quality. Only in extreme extenuating circumstances
will work be accepted late. It is the student’s responsibility to collect missing work for
completion immediately upon their return from an absence and/or to see the instructor for
any missed work in a timely fashion. Students who have been absent from class must also
turn in assignments immediately upon their return if it was collected during your absence.
Classroom policies regarding make up work following absences will be pursuant to the
district policy outlined in the parent/student/teacher handbook. Students will be given 2
days for each day of absence to make up work effective upon their return to school if
he/she wishes to receive full credit.

Aspen codes:

EXC (Student is excused from assigned work) .

INC (Student was resent when assignment was given and turned in but completed work was not
submitted; credit—either full or partial depending on the circumstances—may be earned upon
timely submission.)

ABS (Student was not present when assignment was given and/or turned in; student must come
see me about what work was missed and/or complete and submit the work for credit, otherwise
the assignment will be scored as a zero.)

0 (Student neither completed nor submitted the assigned work and no additional opportunity will
be given to earn credit.)

No cell phone use will be permitted in my classroom. Each student will be assigned a number on a cell
phone rack to place and retrieve their cell phones at the beginning and end of every class.

District Board poligies will be strictly adhered to on issues involving academic integrity, including the
revised academic integrity procedures pertaining to the use or application of artificial intelligence. The
following address can be accessed for a full description of those revised procedures:

(url: https://docs.google.com/document/d/11kNqWbeBmy9ITCp-ulC8b0OkXV2rpu_gT002hmv858/edit)




